DILBAND IRON ORE

Discovered by: Geological Survey of Pakistan in 1997.

Location: Dilband Plateau, Mastung District, Kalat,
Division., Balochistan, Pakistan
(Topographic Sheet 34 O/2&3 Lat. 29°
257 1029°36° N, Long. 67°00° to67° 15°
E).

Accessibility 75 km from Mangochar connected by a
& truckable shingle road. Man gochar is
Infrastructure: situated on Quetta-Karachi highway 580
km. from Karachi and 100 km. from
Quetta. The area is also approachable
from Kolpur by a 100 km. shingle road.
Kolpur is a railway station on Quetta-Sibi
main railway line, 800 km. from Karachi.

Quetta - Sibi railway track, National
Highway, natural gas line and main
electric grid are aerially less than 35 km.
from the deposit.

Available Initial estimates: 200 million tonnes. These
Tonnage: may increase on detatled evaluation.

s ;;
Grade: 40% iron; undesirable elements such as

titanium, copper. sulphur, phosporus,
alkalies are either absent or present
within permissible limits.

Mineralogical Theore consists of mainly hematite while
Composition:  quartaz, calcite and chlorite occur as
accessory minerals.

Climatic
Condition: Arid, but pleasant.

Mineability: About 10 to 15% of the total available
reserves are exposed or underhie shallow
overburden and the dip of the strata in
the area is very gentle hence open cast
mining can easily be undertaken.
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Utilization
Potential:

Socio-economic
Impact:

Environmental
Impact:
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Research and Development Department-of
Pakistan Steel has tested the sintering
performance of the burden having 15%
Dilband iron ore. The results were Tound
very encouraging as the chemistry of
sinter made using Dilband ore is quite
close to the chemistry of sinter plant
practise. requiring no additional efforts
or drastic changes in operating
parameters and quality of products.

Metallurgical characterization of Dilband
iron ore in terms of low temperature break
down and thermal depreciation index are
also comparable with the presently used
nuported ore from Australia and India.

Pakistan Steel is now testing the
possibility of blending 20% ore with
imported ores and test the sintering
performance and metallurgical
characteristics of the blend.

Due to simple mineralogy it is expected
that Dilband ore could be beneficiable to
'60 Fe grade, resulting in partial
replacement of imported ores to a
considerable extent. Until beneficiation
tests are completed. 300.000 to 400.000
tonnes of Dilband ore can still be utilized
annually resulting in saving of about
US$ 10.0 million per annum.

It will be a major mining operation in
poverty stricken area of Balochistan.
Number of people employed will be fairly
large and infrastructure facilities will be
developed. This infrastructure
development will also be of great help in
boosting the agriculture out put and its
marketing in the area. It will thus be of
immense benefit to the local people.

‘The mining 1s1in a very sparsely populated
area and no major source of water used
for drinking or agricultural purposes
passes through 1t. Hence ecological
balance of the area will not be disturbed.
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