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Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani takes
over as Minister for Industries
and Production

n seasoned and senior
paolitician from Sindh, Mir
Hazar Khan Bijarani has
taken owver as Minister for
Industries and Production.

Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani
was born in a Baloch Sardar
family of District Jacobabad
Sindh on 23rd October 19486,
He completed schooling from
3t Francis' Grammar School
Quetta and graduated from
Mational College Karachi. He
did M.A in Paolitical Science
from Karachi University and
Law from S.M. Law College
Karachi. He joined PPP in
1968 and was appointed
member Sindh Committee of
the party by Chairman Z. A,
Bhutto. Mr. Bijarani was
elected to Sindh ﬁsssembiy in
1874 from the seat vacated by
his father and was sworn in as
Provincial Minister. He was
elected again as MPA in 1977
and inducted in the provincial
cabinet.

Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani
was elected to the Senate in
1988 and remained Federal

Minister. He was elected fo
the National Assembly in 1980
general elections and served
as Federal Minister till 1993,
Mr. Bijarani was elected as
Member National Assembly in
1887, 2002 and 2008 from NA-
208 Jacobabad cum
Kashmore in general
elections. Mr. Bijarani has
traveled widely and knows
muitiple languages.

While addressing the
officials of the ministry after
taking charge as Minister on
December 17, he directed
them to expedite the work on
preparation of the new
industrial policy so that the
industry could be given a
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proper direction. He added
that appropriate measures
would be taken with
consultation of stakeholders to
put the sector on the right
track.

Dr. Abdul Ghaffar Soomro,
Federal Secretary Industries
and Production briefed him
about working of the ministry,
its attached departments and
subsidiaries. The minister said
that he would not limit himself
to mere brefings, meetings
and presentations but try his
level best to take immediate
and bold practical steps, which
would go a long way for the
public. The people are looking
towards the government and
the ministry has to live up to
their expectations. He said that
keeping in mind the mistakes
of the past, steps would be
taken to avoid any crisis of
sugar and fertilizer in the
fulure. Industrialists are the
backbone of the economy
therefore the government
would not let them down in any
case, he added. =
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Engineering industry exports increase
by 11% despite global recession

increased significantly during

2008-09 despite severe set back
to overall exports of Pakistan. The
export of the sector excluding surgical
and cutlery sub-sectors witnessed
over 25% increase during the period
under review as compared to export of
previous year. The overall increase in
the sector was recorded 11% over the
exports of 2007-08 with the inclusion of
surgical and cutlery sub-sectors
exports. In the backdrop of worsening
global financial crisis, which surfaced
during the second half of 2007-08 and
was likely to severely impact exports
from Pakistan, this performance of the
engineering sector was the results of a
number of initiatives taken by the
Engineering Dewvelopment Board to
minimize the impact of global crisis on
the sector.

A brief recount of the policy
initiatives and facilitative measures
taken during 2008-09 is as under;

The exports of engineering goods

=  Conducted a comprehensive
Competitiveness and Efficiency
Improvement Exercise to
rationalize import tariffs on
engineering raw materials and
products for the Budget vear
2008-10.

®*  Developed a computer based One
Customs System (OCS) in
association with FBR/PRAL to
streamline imports by auto sector
under Tariff Based System (TBS).
OCS has become operational with
effect from 1% July 2009,

= Continued supporting local
engineering industries for export
development and international
exposure by arranging their
participation in leading
international specialized

technology trade fairs. EDB led a
delegation of leading industrialists
in Hannover Messe Trade Fair
2009 (20-24, April), where around
forty (40) engineering sector
companies displayed their
products & services. Another
delegation of representatives of
eight (8) local engineering
companies visited Kuwait in
January, 2009 for business
development.

To reverse the declining trend in
the automobile sector, a number
of initiatives were undertaken
including the removal of 5% FED
on cars and 35% LC margin on
CKDs besides reduction in CKD
duty on Motorcycle from 20% to
15%, Auto Rickshaw from 32.5%
to 20% and Trailers from 15 -25%
to 5%. Resultantly, the local
production of vehicles has kicked
off during 2009-10.

To promote process efficiency,
product improvement and
certification in the local industry,
international experts were
arranged from SES - Germany
{Senior Expert Services) and
PUM (Netherlands) on honourary
basis. The beneficiaries include
Tesla Industries-lslamabad,
Alnoor Refractories- Rawalpindi,
Safco Scon Valves Lahore, Silver
Falcon- Gujaranwala, Alpine
Industricon, Infinity Engineering-
Lahore, Fazal Steel- Islamabad,
Karim Industries- Hasanabdal,
Fiber Craft Industries Lahore and
EDE.

Signed a MOU with UNIDO in
August 2008 for capacity building
of the Engineering industry in
CDM and other Trade Related
Technical Assistance(TRTA)
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programmes,. Similarly signing of
MOU with CSF and institutional
arrangements with CBl are in
advance stages and shall be
finalized shortly,

Prepared Mational Steel Policy to
promote investments in local
industry. Similarly, work on “Policy
on Foundry industry" was also
initiated, which is presently at
consultative stage.

Preparation of Electronics Policy
in consultation with German
Expert from Senior Expert Service
(SES) Germany and concerned
stakeholders for the development
of electronics sector in Pakistan.
The policy is focused on
developing domestic brands.
Preparation of draft report on '5-
Year Export Marketing Plan'. The
major emphasis is on exploring
new and niche markets in African
countries, South Asia, Middle
East, Latin America, etc,
Launching of long term Mational
Engineering Exports
Development Strategy (NEEDS)
with major emphasis on
developing export strategies and
promoting competitiveness of 21
sub-sectors of engineering
industry.

Determination of demand of
electrical capital goods during the
five years period 2010-2014 by
WAPDA companies including
NTDC, DISCOs, GENCOs and
hydel units and KESC with the
objective to facilitate and
encourage the local electrical
capital goods industry to
substitute imports of electrical
capital goods by WAPDA and
KESC, where possible. =
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